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MALMESBURY and DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 

May/June NEWSLETTER 2017 

www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk 

 

Chair and Secretary – Ellie Church 

Contributions for the Newsletter may be sent to the Editor: argoodall1952@hotmail.co.uk 

  

 
 

JOTTINGS FROM THE CHAIR . . . .  

We have enjoyed our last speaker of this year.  
The next meeting in Charlton Village Hall will be in 
September.  We now have the busy time of year 
with the garden, the greenhouse, and pots to 
keep us occupied, not forgetting the seed-sowing, 
potting on and then looking after the little plants 
to keep them healthy.  Donations of spare plants 
will be welcome for our Plant Sale on 27 May.  We 
also have a cake table so donations of cakes would 
be good too.  If you are unable to help, come and 
buy some excellent plants which are sold at a very 
competitive price.  Gail donates a beautiful filled 
pot for which we sell raffle tickets at £1.00 a 
ticket. 

It is with some sadness that I have been asked to 
tell you that membership now stands at just 82 
members.  It has never been so low.  I would 
encourage those who have yet to pay to do so 
promptly.  We also need to encourage new 
members.  The cost of membership is soon 
recouped by the discount we receive from Dobies 
and local businesses. 

I wish you all healthy plants and a good crop of 
whatever you enjoy planting. 

Ellie Church – Chair  

 

SATURDAY 27 MAY 2017 

MALMESBURY and DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB’S 

ANNUAL PLANT SALE and CAKE STALL 

This is club’s main fund raising event so your support, either by donating produce or buying produce donated 
by other members, will be very much appreciated. 

Graham Rees, Plant sale organiser 
Tel. 01666 823093 

 

 

 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

FINAL REMINDER! 

There are still in excess of 20 members who are yet to renew their membership for 2017. 

If I do not receive payment by 15 June I shall have to accept that those to whom it applies no longer 
wish to be members and I shall, sadly, have to delete them from the list of members. 

The subscription is still only £7.00 per member (£10.00 for joint membership). Payment can be 
made either to me (Redlands, West End, Brinkworth, Chippenham SN15 5DA); in the club post box 
in the E & S shop in the High Street, Malmesbury; or to any committee member. 

Sean O’Shea 

http://www.malmesburygardenclub.org.uk/
mailto:argoodall1952@hotmail.co.uk
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 FROM THE GARDEN by KEITH  
 

 

 

Comments from the garden . . . . 

Without walking around my garden on a 
regular basis I would miss some of the plants 
that have a short flowering period.  Planting 
where you can see them from a number of 
windows means, no matter what the weather 
or time of year, you don’t miss their flowering 
period.  This is especially true of tubs or 
troughs in the winter and early spring, with 
heather, ivy in variety, Ajuga (purple foliage 
blue flower) and bulbs of many kinds, just to 
mention a few. 

Hardy Fuchsias . . . . 

Everyone should have one or more of these in 
their garden.  Other than cutting last year’s 
growth down to the ground in March, they 
need no attention.  As with other plants, the 
variety and colour range have improved 
immensely over the years.  One that I have 
grown for years is the variety magellanica 
‘alba’, a single flowered variety.  Plants grow 

to about 4’ and the 
flowers are long and 
in clusters, 
white/pink.  There 
are single, semi-
double and double 
varieties available.  
Having grown them 
for many years, I 
have found very few 
problems with 

either pest or disease.  Variegated varieties 
will occasionally throw up green shoots, and 
if these are left to grow the whole bush will 
revert to green, so remove any of these 
shoots at ground level.  This applies to most 
variegated plants.  A good hardy variegated 
variety is Baby Thumb, a sport of Lady 
Thumb.  Flowers are carmine and white, and 
the plant grows to about 2ft.  Dollar Princess 
has been around for a long time, a double 
variety, sepals (the outer coloured part) 

cerise, corolla (inner petals) rich purple; 
height 2ft.  Heidi Ann,  another double variety 

with crimson/bright 
lilac flowers, height 2ft.  
A well-known variety 
that has given a good 
show over the years is 
Ricartonii, with single 
red/dark violet flowers.  
This is more of a species 
found in hedgerows in 
Ireland and Cornwall 

growing to 5ft.  A unusual hardy fuchsia is the 
variety Procumbens, a trailing or ground 
cover variety with small leaves.  Flowers are 
upright yellowish green, red at base, outer 
petals chocolate brown, no inner corolla or 
flower.  Large plum-purple coloured berries 
appear in autumn.  

A few other varieties worth trying are: Frau 
Hilde Rademacher – double, red/lilac blue, 
height 2ft;  Dorothy – single, crimson/violet, 
height 3ft;  Alice Hoffman – semi-double, 
rose/white, height 2ft;  Empress of Prussia – 
large single flowers, scarlet/magenta, height 
3ft;  Greyrigg – single, pink tipped, green/pale 
blue, height 3ft. 

Keith’s choice plant . . . . 

Hardy fuchsia var. Hawkshead:  a single 
variety, all parts of the flower are white with 
slight green tips, height 5ft. 

Pests Paradise . . . . 

Lilac leaf minor:  also affects privet and ash.  
Brown blotches develop which then dry up, 
caterpillars emerge from the leaf and create 
silk threads which roll up the leaf tips.  In 
spring spray with Provado, a systemic 
insecticide which will penetrate the leaf and 
spread through the plant. 

Plants to enjoy in May/June  

Wisteria, roses, laburnum, Aubretia, Weigela, Geum, 
Paeonia, iris, hosta, clematis. 
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FROM THE VEGETABLE PLOT by KEITH 
 

 

 
 

Comments from the veg plot . . . .  

Storing cooking apples last year was a great 
success.  I used the last of the apples at the 
beginning of April, unlike the year before when by 
Christmas they had all rotted or gone soft.  Every 
year they are picked off the tree, no two years are 
the same.  

Cut and come again . . . .  

The varieties of cut-and-come-again salad, also 
called salad leaves, is immense.  Nearly every 
catalogue lists at dozen varieties.  Over the years I 
have grown ma 
ny different 
ones, but I 
always grow 
Salad Bowl 
Mixed, a 
crinkled leaf 
variety of green 
and red leaves.  
Bright and spicy salad mixture gives many 
different tastes as well as leaf shapes and colours.  
Oriental mustards add a new dimension to stir 
fries, salads and sandwiches.  Rocket has a taste of 
its own.  A number of varieties have been bred, R. 
dragons tongue, a wild rocket variety with a great 
spicy taste, and R. sky rocket, spicy with deeply 
cut leaves, slow to bolt (go to seed).  Lambs 
lettuce, or corn salad, is high in vitamins and 
nutrients; it has dark green, small, rounded leaves, 
a mild flavour with a nutty taste.  Some other 
salad leaf varieties include Speedy Mix, one of the 
quickest to mature, containing at least eight 
different varieties and tastes;  Frilly Mix, a mixture 

of deeply cut 
leaves a colourful 
mixture;  Crunchy 
Mix, leaves that 
give that extra 
crunch containing 
a number of good 
varieties;  Mild 
mix is less spicy 
than some with a 

good colourful mixture.  Lolla rossa is a pinky red 
variety with frilly edged leaves.  Pick whole heads 

or just a few leaves.  Beetroot ‘bulls blood’ has 
deep red foliage that stands out well in the salad 
dish, the colour of the leaves becoming a deeper 
colour as autumn approaches.  A new one for me 
this year is celtuce or asparagus lettuce, also 
known as asparagus or Chinese stem lettuce.  This 
variety has the same taste as lettuce but the 
midribs are crunchy and have the spicy taste of 
celery.  High in vitamin C, it can be used in salads 
or steamed or stir-fried.  

Seasonal  activities . . . .  

All frame-sown seeds – spring onion, salad, radish, 
carrots, beetroot, early potatoes and peas – 
should be growing nicely.  If you grow dwarf 
French beans in pots, these can also be put in the 
frames now for an early crop.  I don’t think the 
threat of frost has past yet in late April.  Sowing 
and planting outside can start now, weather 
permitting.  I have already had a problem with 
aphids (whitefly) in the greenhouse, and there are 
a lot of queen wasps about.  I have also had a visit 
from deer in the rose garden – I don’t think I will 
be getting a June flush this year, but they will 
recover.  I started my broad beans in pots some 
months ago; they have been planted out and are 
growing well.  Should you have planted potatoes 
in open ground, have some frost protection ready.  
If you are someone who gets up early, wash the 
frost off the leaves of the potato with a watering 
can, as it is the early 
morning sun that 
does the damage 
when it hits the 
frosted leaves.  
Watch out for flee 
beetle on your 
newly emerging 
seedlings as it is 
very dry on the 
ground at the 
moment (18 April).  
This shows as 
hundreds of tiny 
holes on your 
seedlings.  Spray with an insecticide or you will 
lose them all.  Clean up any ground which had late 
winter vegetables in it, if you have not already 
done so.  Cover early brassica plants with netting – 
the pigeons are up early.  Remember to keep a 
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continuation of salad, radish and beetroot, sown 
at 2 to 3 week intervals.  

 

Keith’s choice vegetable . . . . 

Broad bean var. Luz de Otono:   An autumn-
cropping broad bean, it has a good taste with 
several beans per pod.  Sow June/July.  This 
variety can also be sown in the autumn.  

No vegetable nightmares . . . .  

Lettuce root aphid:  a sap-feeding insect shown 
on the roots of lettuce as a white powdery wax 
mid to late summer.  Plants wilt and make slow 
growth.  There are no chemicals available for this 
problem.  Grow on a new piece of ground each 

year.  There are lettuce varieties resistant to this 
problem.   

 

Some vegetables to enjoy in 
May/June 

Purple sprouting broccoli, autumn-sown cabbage and 
cauliflower, broad beans.   

Frame sown: potatoes, peas, carrots, salad leaves, 
radish, beetroot, spring onion. 

 

 

 

 

Tasks for May/June 
 

 Continue spraying roses  

 Apply rose fertilizer 2 oz per sq yd 

 Complete planting of half-hardy annuals 

 Tie in tall growing perennials  

 Prune early flowering shrubs, Forsythia, 
Ribes etc  

 Sow hardy biennials, wallflower, Sweet 
William etc  

 Spray fruit trees against scab sawfly and 
woolly aphid  

 Spray gooseberries against mildew  

 Spray blackcurrants against big mite  

 Spray strawberries against grey mould  

 Plant out dahlias and chrysanthemums  

 Sow annual seed in flowering situations  

 Earth up early potatoes, cover if frost 
forecast  

 Plant out courgettes, celery and sweet 
corn in late May  

 Sow perennial seed, delphiniums, lupins, 
hollyhocks etc 

 

 
 
 

 

MEETINGS – EVENTS – ACTIVITIES 

 

Saturday 27 May 2017 

The Market Cross 

Annual Plant Sale 

 

Saturday 29 July 2017 

Charlton Village Hall 

Annual OPEN SHOW 
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Other events . . . . 

 
GRITTLETON PLANT & FOOD FAIR  

SUNDAY 28 MAY 2017 

Set in the stunning surrounds of Grittleton House, plant lovers 
and ‘foodies’ are in for a real treat, with the chance to browse the 
many stalls selling plants from specialist nurseries, stunning 
accessories for your ‘room outside’, and delicious local artisan 
produce.  It is going to be a fantastic day out for friends and 
family. 

Doors open at 11am and refreshments and free parking will be 
available. 

All proceeds and donations will be going to support children’s 
charity Action Medical Research. 

Action Medical Research is raising funds to offer hope to 
thousands of families across the UK who are dealing with the 
trauma of a baby born to early, striving to support a child affected 
by disability or facing the challenge of caring for a child with a 
rare and devastating disease for which there is no cure.  

Entrance is £3 per person and children are free.  Further 
information can be found on our website at action.org.uk/grittleton.  

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Further details of these open gardens can be found in the ‘Yellow 

Book’ or on the NGS website: 

http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden.aspx  

 
2017 marks the 90th anniversary of the first gardens to open on behalf of the National Garden Scheme in 
1927, to raise money for nurses. These days the scheme has around 3,700 gardens open every year to the 
public in England and Wales, raising money for nursing charities.  

From 27 – 29 May the National Garden Scheme will celebrate its inaugural weekend with around 400 gardens 
opening, including 12 of the original gardens that first opened 90 years ago. The weekend, aptly named their 
Anniversary Weekend, will take place across the country and is open to all.   

A photography competition will be launched on the first day of the Anniversary Weekend, inviting all amateur 
and professional photographers to take a beautiful photo of a National Garden Scheme garden, and enter in 
to win fantastic prizes.  

Mary Berry, National Garden Scheme President, says “I am delighted to support the National Garden Scheme 
during their 90th year and look forward to welcoming the winner of their photography competition to my 
garden.”  

 
Sunday 14 May 
CORSHAM COURT, Corsham, SN13 0BZ.  
 
Wednesday 17 May  
BOWDEN PARK, Lacock, Chippenham, SN15 2PP.  
HAZELBURY MANOR GARDENS, Wadswick, Box, SN13 8HX.  
 
Sunday 21 May 
BROADLEAS HOUSE GARDENS,Devizes, SN10 5JQ.  

http://action.org.uk/grittleton
http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden.aspx
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CANTAX HOUSE, Lacock, SN15 2JZ.  
TWIGS COMMUNITY GARDEN, Manor Garden Centre, Cheney Manor, Swindon, SN2 2QJ.  
 
Friday 26 May 
WINDMILL COTTAGE, Kings Road, Market Lavington, SN10 4QB.  
 
90TH ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND 
Sunday 28 May 
ALLINGTON GRANGE, Allington, Chippenham, SN14 6LW.  
BIDDESTONE MANOR, Chippenham Lane, Biddestone, SN14 7DJ.  
 
Monday 29 May 
ALLINGTON GRANGE Allington, Chippenham, SN14 6LW.  
 

Saturday 3 June 
JOB’S MILL, Five Ash Lane, Crockerton, Warminster, BA12 8BB.  
 
Tuesday 6 June  
THE COURTS GARDEN, Holt, Trowbridge, BA14 6RR.  
 
Thursday 8 and Friday 9 June  
WINDMILL COTTAGE, Kings Road, Market Lavington, SN10 4QB.  
 
Saturday 10 June 
WEST LAVINGTON MANOR, 1 Church Street, West Lavington, SN10 4LA.  
 
Sunday 11 June 
CHISENBURY PRIORY, East Chisenbury, SN9 6AQ.  
DAUNTSEY GARDENS, Church Lane, Dauntsey, Chippenham, SN15 4HW.  A group of 5 gardens centred on 
the historic Dauntsy Park Estate.  
HAZELBURY MANOR GARDENS, Wadswick, Box, SN13 8HX.  
 
Friday 16 June 
PEAR COTTAGE, 28 Pans Lane, Devizes, SN10 5AF.  
1 SOUTHVIEW, Wick Lane, Devizes, SN10 5DR.  
 
Saturday 17 June 
ASHLEY and CULKERTON GARDENS, Ashley, GL8 8SX and Culkerton, GL8 8SS.  Ten hidden gardens, several of 
them open for the first time. 
GREAT SOMERFORD GARDENS, Great Somerford, Chippenham, SN15 5JB.  Various gardens and allotments 
around the village. 
 
Sunday 18 June 
BOLEHYDE MANOR, Allington, SN14 6LW.  
GREAT SOMERFORD GARDENS, as above. 
MANOR FARM, Crudwell, Malmesbury, SN16 9ER.  
 
Thursday 22 and Friday 23 June   
WINDMILL COTTAGE, Kings Road, Market Lavington, SN10 4QB.  
 
Sunday 25 June 
BROADLEAS HOUSE GARDENS, Devizes, SN10 5JQ.  
OARE HOUSE, Rudge Lane, Oare, nr Pewsey, SN8 4JQ.  
THE OLD MILL, Ramsbury, SN8 2PN.  
RIDLEYS CHEER, Mountain Bower, N Wraxall, Chippenham, SN14 7AJ.  
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Recipe  

 

Elderflower Cordial . . . .     

Ingredients  

Approx. 2 litres/4 pints boiling water  
1 kg/2 lb sugar 
4 unwaxed lemons 
30 elderflower heads (shake to get rid of any bugs) 
55g/2 oz citric acid  

 
Method 

 Put the sugar in a large pot or bowl.  Add the boiling water and stir until dissolved.  Leave to 
cool. 

 Grate the lemon rind and slice the lemons into thick slices.  Add lemon and rind to the cooled 
sugar water. 

 Add the citric acid and stir. 

 Finally add the flower heads to the water and stir again. 

 Cover with a clean cloth and leave to steep for 48 hours. 

 Strain through clean fine muslin cloth into a clean bowl. 

 Using a funnel, pour into sterilized bottles.  Seal and store in a cool, dark place for a few weeks 
or freeze in plastic bottles to keep for longer. 

 The cordial is delicious diluted with still or fizzy water. 

Once a bottle is opened store in the refrigerator. 

Ellie       
 

 

Editor’s Postscript . . . .  

We have received notification of a book that may be of interest to members who enjoy taking 
photos of plants.   

John Presland’s Easy Digital Plant Photography provides step-by-step help, 
firstly in taking effective photos by doing little else but point and shoot and 
then gradually making use of the other features of a typical digital camera. 
Editing digital photos is described through a similar approach.  Guidance is 
offered on ways of making use of photos, including sharing them by 
personal contact and online, illustrating written material, and creating a 
website and publishing a book to make them widely available. There is also 
help on how to preserve pre-digital slides and photos in digital form. The 
emphasis throughout is on making digital photography user-friendly and 
giving readers options as to how they make use of what is provided. The 
book is fully illustrated in colour. 

The book is available on Amazon and currently priced at £11.50.  
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FINAL NOTIFICATION 
 

MALMESBURY  AND DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 

Subscriptions for 2017 are now due and can be paid at meetings or direct to 

Mr. Sean O’Shea, Redlands, West End, Brinkworth, Chippenham, SN15 5DA or 

The Club Post Box, E & S Hardware, High Street, Malmesbury. 

PLEASE SECURE CASH/CHEQUE  IN AN ENVELOPE WITH THIS FORM   

 

Enclosed £7.00 single membership          £10.00 double membership  

    

(Mr) (Mrs) (Miss) (Ms):………………………………………………Tel No……..…….… 

 

 

Address:………………………………….……………………………………………….. 

 

…………………………………………….……………………………………………… 

 

         email address.......................................................................................................................... 

 

THIS IS THE FINAL REMINDER FOR PAYMENT OF THE 2017 SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

IF MEMBERS HAVE NOT RENEWED BY 15 JUNE 2017, I SHALL ASSUME THAT THEY NO LONGER WISH TO 

BE MEMBERS OF THE CLUB. 

 

Thank you 

 

Sean O’Shea (Treasurer) 

 

 

 


